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feet harmony with my labours past, present, and future,
under the title of ' Inspecteur des Explorations Ge'ologiques
de 1'Empire/ and with the rank of privy councillor." Be-
fore he left Paris, however, he received intimation that the
project had been carried out, though in a somewhat different
form. He was appointed by the Emperor of Russia an
" Effective Member of the Imperial Academy of Sciences,
with all the rights, privileges, and rank attached to that
office in the Imperial service."1 Shortly afterwards he was
gazetted in London as having the Queen's privilege to wear
the Russian orders.

The sojourn at Paris formed a pleasant interlude be-
tween the field-work in Scandinavia and the ordeal of feast-
ing which, unknown to himself, was then in store for Mur-
chison in London. He presented himself for the first time
to the Academy of Sciences since his election. He likewise
appeared at the Geological Society of Prance, and being
now brimful of ice-work from his recent Swedish and Baltic
experiences, was put up by his friends there to give his
opinion. For the battle of " Glaciers versus Icebergs " was
then being fought out in Paris as well as elsewhere. Durocher
claimed him as a friend of the forlorn iceberg; Martins as a
partisan of the glacier. He found that the contest grew warm
in spite of the subject, and that the majority of the French,
as might have been predicted from their greater proximity
to the Alps and Pyrenees, were glacier men. Nothing
daunted, however, he stuck to his debacles and ice-floes.
He remained indeed true to this his early creed for many

1 " This nomination gave me," he says, " a position in the Russian
service intermediate between that of a Colonel arid that of a Major-
General." special affection as coming so near his Phoenician type."
